
<name>
<title>
<address>
 <company>

 Dear M <name>,

I am writing you on behalf of the B*E*S*T program that I am involved in, to request that <company name>
grant the program <$$$>. This is the amount of money that will fund a team's activities for <time>.

B*E*S*T stands for Bridging Engineers, Science and Teaching.  In 1997, the first year of the program, we
supported two teams. In 1998 the program expanded to seven teams and for the past two years 10 schools
from around the metro area have participated. I am volunteering as a <role> and working with <teacher
name> who is a teacher at <school name> in <city name>.

Each class of students in the program builds an electric car and then races it against other schools in the
spring finale. The design and construction of the car is entirely up to the students. The teachers and
technical advisors are there only to facilitate the process, teach related subjects, and ensure the safe
construction of the vehicles. The only restrictions on the students creativity is that their only source of power
is one 12 Volt deep cycle battery. The students are given a limited amount of materials and a small budget
that they can spend. They are free to bring in materials that they scavenge from home.

The program promotes self-sufficiency by:

1. Showing the kids that they can achieve a goal, which at first seems insurmountable to them by
working towards it step by step.

2. Teaching the kids to translate dreams and ideas into reality.

3. They learn that self-reliance requires you to be able to team with others. The kids learn valuable
communication and negotiation skills while working together.

4. Learn by doing. (vocational learning style)  For many of the kids, this is their first exposure to using
tools.

5. Exposes the kids to principles like planning, designing, testing, and redesigning.

6. Demonstrating how they can apply math and science to real life situations, which may in turn spark
an interest in the sciences.

I invite you to review the enclosed video, which shows news coverage, and highlights from a recent
Race Day.  Also you might like to browse our web site at www.BestOutreach.org

If you would like more information, please feel free to call me at <phone> or call Paul Patton, the program
coordinator.  Paul’s telephone number at work is 763-954-4764.

I hope that <company name> chooses to participate in this exciting program.

Sincerely,


